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Incense Making Training Dang(L), Sunsari(M) and Jhapa(R) 
 

Incense making Training  
Social and Advocacy group is a network of lesbian, bisexual woman and transgender individuals in Kathmandu, 
Jhapa, Dang and Sunsari. The group is formed by Mitini Nepal to create awareness on LBT rights through 
advocacy campaigns and awareness raising programs, building 
coordination with local police, human right commissioners, human 
rights organization and NGOs. The groups at Jhapa, Dang and 
Sunsari organized incense making training at their respective 
districts. 16 participants from sunsari, 19 participants from Jhapa 
and 13 participants from Dang were involved in the training. The 
main objective of this training was to build capacity and help in 
economic up-liftment of LBT and marginalized women. Mitini 
Nepal believes that once the women learn to make incense it can 
be used as an initiative to start their own business and that they 
can earn a living for themselves by selling those incense. The 
training was made available the LGBTQ community members and 
for marginalized women, single woman, dalit woman. The training 
was given by Ms. Sarita KC, General Secretary and trainer of 
Mitini Nepal. 

 
Social & Advocacy Groups Update 
Focal persons of Social & Advocacy groups Dang, Jhapa, Sunsari and Kathmandu had their monthly group 
meeting of LBT group where they can discuss and interact about the challenges, opportunities, threats and 
issues of LGBTI community. In this monthly meeting, they discuss about their issues, challenges and 
opportunities and how to change the perspective and stereotype of society so that LGBTI community can live 
their life full of dignity in the society. 
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One under a tree 
The idea of program “one under a tree” in a public 
platform came up because, previously in the 
villages whenever any news or information needed 
to be passed, they used to gather under a tree and 
in a public ground so that everyone would be able 
to hear the news or the issue. It was also well 
known as “Panchayat”. Following the traditional 
method of awareness raising in Nepal, Mitini Nepal 
focus to do the program under a tree and in a 
public place to create awareness about the sexual 
and gender minority community and their issues. 
The groups at Sunsari, Jhapa, Kathmandu and 
Dang did this program in their respective districts to 
discuss the social issues that the LBT community is 

plagued by.  

 

 

    
One under a Tree in Dang       One under a Tree in Sunsari 

 
Interaction with parliamentarians  

          
Mitini Nepal hosted an interaction program supported by UNDP with the Parliamentarians regarding the 
LGBTIQ community rights and issues.10 Parliamentarians, 13 media persons, Civil Society Organizations and 
LGBTI community members joined the program to discuss on the issues of the LGBTIQ community. The 
interaction was between the LGBTIQ community members and the parliamentarians where the members put 
forward their queries and doubts and the problems they were facing in their daily life. Even though there have 
been many advocacies and lobbying for the community members, there still hasn’t been any significant 
changes in the lives of the community members. Even though the provisions have been given by the 
government, it still needs to be implemented as the laws are working only in written form and not in the lives of 
the community members.  

 
 

One under a Tree in Kathmandu 
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Sexual Orientation Program  
Mitini Nepal has been conducting SOGIE/ LGBTI 
orientation and interaction programs at schools and 
colleges. In September, we reached out to two schools 
located at Kathmandu and Dang as follows: 
 
● Orientation to 125 students including teachers at Shree 
Janata Ma Vi, Gaduwa, Dang on September 17, 2018. 
● Orientation to 335 students including teachers at Jana 
Jagrity Gyan Rashmi Secondary School on September 28 
2018. 
 

Our Young Women Leaders(YWL) from 
Kathmandu and Social advocacy group from 
Dang conducted the programs and schools were 
very positive on LGBTI issues. We have 
conducted a mini-survey with the teachers of 
secondary classes to understand how they teach 
LGBTI in classrooms as LGBTI is included in 
school curriculum. The teachers thanked Mitini 
Nepal for bringing this orientation to schools as 
they were unaware of SOGIE and diversities 
within LGBTI communities. We believe this will 
facilitate to improve social acceptance of people 

towards LGBTI people and also create LGBTI 
inclusive environment in the schools and colleges.   

 
 “Message to Rapist” Campaign  

 

 
 On the occasion of International 
Peace Day, Mitini Nepal along with 
the Young Women Leaders 
conducted a “Message to Rapist” 
campaign in Bhatbhateni, Naxal. 
There were 12 YWL members of 
Mitini Nepal. The campaign was 
successful as there were more than 
200 people from different age group 
who wrote messages for the rapist 
along with the government of Nepal 
to give justice to Nirmala Panta. The 
campaign was a success because of 
active participation of people who 
were interested to give  message to 
rapist for the justice that Nirmala and 
every girl deserve. A lot of 
suggestions were given by the 
people, and they were demanding 
the strong law for the protection of woman and punishment for the rapist. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sexual orientation in Kathmandu 

Sexual orientation in Dang 
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Monitoring Visits  
Ms. Laxmi Ghalan and Ms. Sarita KC from Mitini Nepal visited Dang and Sunsari to conduct monitoring meeting 
with social mobilizers. During monitoring visits, they met with social and advocacy groups to discuss the 
activities conducted after receiving ToT in July, the problem of the LBT community in Dang and Sunsari and 
sought ways out to solve the problem. They conducted school orientation programs, interaction program with 
NGOs/ CSOs, human rights commissions, police, and organized incense making training. 

 

Interaction with stakeholder of Sunsari    Social advocacy group of Dang 

 

Teej Celebration  
Mitini Nepal celebrated teej with sexual and gender minorities in Mitini Nepal office, Kathmandu Nepal. Teej 
welcomes the monsoon season and is celebrated primarily by girls and women, with songs, dancing and prayer 
rituals. The monsoon festivals of Teej are primarily dedicated to Goddess Parvati and her union with Lord 
Shiva. The festival is also a symbol for sisterhood as all the women gather together and make merry while 
singing, dancing and offering their prayers to the Gods. Mitini Nepal created a platform for the LBT community 
to come together and enjoy the festival.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parvati
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva

