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May 
Newsletter 

Highlights 

 

 Relief package 
distribution 

 Virtual press meet 

 Radio Program 

 Celebrating 
international day 
against homophobia, 
biphobia and 
transphobia virtually 

 Celebrate  dignified 
menstruation hygiene 
day  

 
 

Virtual press meet  

 

Mitini Nepal conducted a virtual press meet with different media representative and LGBTI 

representatives on 16th of May, 2020. The press meet was focused on the COVID-19 effect on LGBTI 

community and disseminate the information on IDAHOTB 2020. Laxmi Ghalan, the president and 

chairperson of the organization, emphasized on how these issues of LGBTI are not merely their issues 

and in order to ameliorate the situation, media, authorities and everyone with a voice should step in and 

contribute to raising awareness. During the session, the data gaps and lack of proper records regarding 

relief distribution, stigmatization of LGBTI which has deprived them of health services and reliefs, status 

of migrant LGBTI workers and the direct financial impact of lockdown and possible future effect of 

declining national economy on LGBTI was discussed and information about relief distribution and 

financial aid by MN to the struggling LGBTI in the country’s capital as well as other provinces was 

shared. 
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Relief package distribution  

 
Mitini Nepal distributed relief to the affected people of the LBTI community in this difficult time of a global 

pandemic called Corona Virus (CO-VID 19).  Strict lockdown has been imposed all through the country as a 

precautionary measure. The people belonging to the gender and sexual minority groups most of who have 

been disowned by families, are unemployed, going through financial crisis, those unable to receive relief 

distributed by the government. The relief materials each comprised are rice, salt, lentil and cooking oil. MN 

has also provided relief amount to LBTI community in different provinces of the country through banking 

system. The first phase of relief kit distribution has been successfully completed and second phase is 

currently being planned out. The community has been unable to get access to the relief packages provided by 

the government due to lack of proper allocation and monitoring, because of unmatched legal identities and 

lack of citizenship due various reasons.  
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Celebrating 

international day 

against homophobia, 

biphobia and 

transphobia 

“Breaking the 

Silence” virtually 

 
MN organized a virtual discussion 

program on May 17
th

 marking 

International Day Against Homophobia, 

Transphobia and Biphobia (IDAHOTB). 

The date May 17 was originally chosen 

as IDAHOBT in order to commemorate 

WHO’s decision to 

remove homosexuality from 

the International Classification of 

Diseases in 1990 and hence, the day is 

celebrated across the globe with the 

purpose of  raising awareness of 

violence, discrimination, and repression 

of LGBTI+ communities worldwide. 

Representative from National Human 

Right Commission, UN Women, 

UNDP, Political parties, Civil Society 

Organization, LGBTI community, 

feminist, women activist and different 

Medias participated in the discussion 

and shared their solidarity, concerns and 

input. The theme of IDAHOBT 2020 – 

Breaking the Silence was discussed. The 

general situation of LGBTIQ+ people in 

the country was shared by the panelist 

from provinces and all the participants 

individually shared their take about the 

subject. The LGBTI panelist individuals 

shared their troublesome past, success 

stories, and existing hardships and so on 

whereas the stakeholders showed their 

commitment, solidarity and support. 

The participants shared 

recommendations and suggestions 

regarding how to strengthen the 

movement and acknowledged and 

congratulated MN for leading such 

powerful movement.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homosexuality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Classification_of_Diseases
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Classification_of_Diseases
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raising_awareness
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Radio program “Mitini Sanga Maan ka Kura” 

 

Mitini Nepal’s radio programme ‘Mitini Sanga Maan Ka Kura’ broadcasted two episodes on the month of May. 

On May 9th, an episode with Pinky Gurung, the chairperson of Blue Diamond Society (BDS), was aired. She was 

interviewed regarding the present situation of LGBTI community, etc. She informed that BDS has been working 

for the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) and providing relief and acknowledging 

the problems of LGBTI during the COVID-19 pandemic. She shared that because of the lack of support and 

inclusion from the government, the community is still suffering through bigotry and discrimination in the society. 

She also talked about the lack of access of relief packages by transgender individuals due to clashing identities that 

they have legally have on paper and the one they embrace now. She also mentioned that many LGBTI people have 

been unemployed because of the lockdown and mulled over how the government is going to reestablish them in 

the future. Another episode aired on 23rd of May where Kabita Tamang, Mitini Nepal’s focal person in Sunsari, 

was interviewed. She talked about the condition of LGBTI in Sunsari during this phase and what problems they 

have been dealing with. She briefed about the situation regarding unemployment that has affected LGBTI so 

severely, health services and lack of them, responses from the government, ward authorities etc. She shared about 

the ways in which the national budget can elevate LGBTI and how LGBTI can be addressed and their demands 

can be met during this period of crisis. 

IDAHOTB 2020 Bridging the LGBTI Inclusive Date Gaps 

organized by Asian Development Bank 

 

Mitini Nepal during the IDAHOTB 2020: Bridging the LGBTI Inclusion Data Gap” virtual panel discussion 

hosted by the Asian Development Bank on May 20, 2020. The panel was part of a series of joint virtual 

IDAHOT commemoration activities by the World Bank, the ADB, and the Inter-American Development 

Bank. These activities are anchored on the global theme for IDAHOT 2020 ‘Breaking the silence.’ 

The panel focused on the present state of LGBTQI related data which could be possible take off points for 

future steps towards what could be done for LGBTQI inclusion and possible next steps for the Asian 

Development Bank and other stakeholders who are reflecting on LGBTQI inclusion. 

Panelists discussed their experiences in data collection which and provided insights on how to possibly move 

forward in knowledge building related to the LGBTQI communities. Sarita KC, Executive Director of Mitini 

Nepal discussed and shared the challenges of LGBTQI community even as Nepal has officially recognized 

‘Other (sexual and gender)’ in our national census.  

The panel was facilitated by ADB Director General and Chief Compliance Officer of the Sustainable 

Development and Climate Change Department, Woochong Um. 

 

 

https://www.adb.org/news/events/idahotb-2020-bridging-lgbti-inclusion-data-gap
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Celebrate dignified menstruation hygiene day on 28 May  
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   For more information: 

Website: www.mitininepal.org.np 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mitininepal 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mitini_jewellery/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa4X5TXCf0&t=399s 
 

 

Raising voice on VNR national consultation organized by 

National Planning commission  

 

On 25th of May, National Planning Commission conducted a national consultation regarding Volunteer 
National Review (VNR). Mitini actively did lobby and advocacy from LGBTI’s perspective. MN raised a concern 
that when Beijing+25 reports are sent, LBTQ women are not spelt out anywhere and hence, on coming 
national reports, the government should include LGBTIQ+ community. VNR reflects SDG principles as well 
and Mitini Nepal’s work embraces United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Out of all the 17 SDG 
goals, 7 goals are directly linked and also important through Mitini Nepal’s working lenses. The goals that 
align with MN’s working areas are: Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere, Goal 3: Ensure healthy 
lives and promote well- being for all at all ages, Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all, Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and 
girls, Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries, Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable and Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all 
levels.  

 

http://www.mitini.nepal.org.np/
https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal
http://www.facebook.com/Mitininepal
https://www.instagram.com/mitini_jewellery/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa4X5TXCf0&t=399s

