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Radio Program 

 

In the month of August, Mitini Nepal’s radio program ‘Mitini Sanga Mann Ka Kura’ broadcasted two 
episodes. The first episode was aired on 1st of August where Sumeera Shrestha was interviewed. Sumeera 
is the Executive Director at Women for Human Rights Single Women Group and she shared about her 

struggles, journey and personal life experiences as an activist, she shed light on the condition of single 
women at present and the changes seen in their situation. She also talked about the challenges she faced 

in her life while advocating for single women groups as a married woman and she also mentioned about 
the challenges of single women who identify as LBTQ women.  

The second episode aired on 15th of August Mr Dhundi raj lamichhane is the director at Statistics 
Department in Nepal’s Central Bureau of Statis tics. 12th national census will be conducted beginning 

in 2021 and this time also LGBTQ people include in house hold listing option of “other (sexual and 
gender)” instead of “Third Gender” will be included in census forms. This had been announced by 

CBS and was widely celebrated as it is a very big step for the sexual and gender minorities in the 
country as it will help establish their identities. Dhundiraj La michhane shared about how the data is 
being collected, if collecting correct data is convenient during this difficult time and how data are 
being collected about LGBTQ community. He said that all  the preparations for the census have been 

completed and a pilot census has also been successfully conducted during lockdown. He shared that 
all diversities should be included by the national census and hence, the gender and sexual minorities 
will be included and addressed. Radio program is supported by Foundation for Just Society. 
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Another vital step on the progress of the movement 

 
                                               https://www.bbc.com/nepali/news-53861921.amp   

     

                                                             

According to Minister of Women, Children and 
Senior Citizens Minister Parbat Gurung, the 
policy is designed to "end discrimination against 
sexual minorities. He added there is a provision 
in the constitution that no one should be 
discriminated against on the basis of gender. 
We are going to bring a policy to make the 
society happy and to make legal arrangements 
so that there is no violence and insult against 
them. We have prepared and sent a draft for 
that. We will take it to the cabinet after 
consulting the law and it will be implemented 
after it is passed. He said that the ministry has 
put forward the proposal as there is no 
government policy to recognize the marriage of 
sexual and sexual minorities in Nepal so far. 
 

News has published in BBC 
news, Nepal featured on 26 
august 2020. A policy has 
been drafted to ensure the 
rights of married people by 
giving "legal and social 
recognition" to marital 
relations between sexual and 
gender minorities. 
Our Executive Director is 
interviewed on the same 
article where she said: “So 
far, homosexuality has been 
recognized in Nepal. We have 
been demanding this for a 
long time, but it is positive 
that the Ministry of women’s 
has drafted it after visiting 
several ministries. But even 
now, Nepal’s civil and criminal 
codes consider marriage to be 
the only relationship between 
men and women. She pointed 
out the need to change some 
of the laws that have led to 
discrimination. Stating that 
they have not been consulted 
to the LGBTIQ rights 
organization about the 
current draft, she 
emphasized, "Some issues 
would have been better 
covered if such policies had 
been brought after 
discussions with organizations 
like ours. The current draft 
also needs to be amended to 
include the rights of LGBTIQ 
spectrum, not only same sex 
couples.   
 

https://www.bbc.com/nepali/news-53861921.amp
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Flood and Pandemic victim’s case study 

 

Case study 1 (Prakash Chaudhary): 

 
Prakash is 24 year old Transgender man living in Shantinagar, Baneshwor. He had realized his gender 
identity as a male when he was only 12 years old.  Prakash is from Saptari district but he has been way 
from his family for the past 12 years because of their lack of understanding and approval about his true 
identity. He has been living in the capital with his partner. Prakash used to work as a laborer before the 
lockdown and he has been unemployed ever since the lockdown was first imposed by the government. 
The house where he has been living as a tenant was recently flooded and although the damage has 
been severe, he has received no help or compensation from the government. Prakash has had many 
assets lost and destroyed as his due to the flood caused by the heavy monsoon rain.  Due to 
unemployment, he had been struggling financially during the lockdown and MN had provided him relief 
package during the first phase of relief distribution in the Kathmandu valley. He and his partner had 
been relying on the relief they had received from MN but unfortunately, the relief materials were also 
completely destroyed by the flood. As he lives very close to the river banks, this unfortunate disaster 
impacted him directly. He received Monsoon Relief from MN after the incident. He is now living off the 
relief but government has shown no effort and on top of being affected by the pandemic and the flood 
at the same time, he is also suffering at present as he has broken his hand. Both he and his partner are 
unemployed and unable to get any support from the government during this difficult time. 

 

 

Case study 2 (Muskan Sharma): 
 
Muskan Sharma is a transgender woman from Dhanusha district in Province 2. She is 21 year old and 
she had identified herself as a transgender woman at the age of 15. Muskan is an orphan at such a 
young age as both her parents have been deceased. The only family members she has left are her 
brother and sister-in-law who are supposed to be her guardians but they too are away from her as they 
live abroad. Her brother and sister-in-law have not accepted her gender identity as a woman and they 
show no support or validation to her. Even during these difficult times, her remaining family has not 
extended a helping hand. Muskan feels as if her blood relations have failed her as they choose to watch 
her suffer and ignore her existence even when she repeatedly asks them for help. She also feels very 
unsafe as she lives alone in the society where LGBTI are humiliated and discriminated against. She is 
constantly a victim of hate speech, degradation, public humiliation such as catcalling, derogatory 
names and so on. Muskan had a significant other in the past who used to support her but now she is 
completely on her own as her partner has left her. Muskan used to dance in various functions and 
events for a living but since lockdown was imposed and social distancing was made compulsory, she 
lost her only source of income. On top of being unemployed during this rough time, her house was 
swept away by the flood. She lived in a little mud hut which was flooded and swept by the flood. The 
monsoon came as a curse to her as she lost all of her possessions when her house was destroyed, along 
with all her legal documents. She was provided shelter at Jeewan Jyoti Samaj for 4 days but now she 
has been living in a tent due to lack of permanent shelter. She received monsoon relief from MN but 
her ward hasn’t provided her any relief even though she lost her house and everything she owned. As 
someone who doesn’t have her immediate family with her to support her during this difficult time and 
who has lose her job due to pandemic, she has been suffering greatly. 
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For more information: 

Website: www.mitininepal.org.np 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mitininepal 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mitini_jewellery/  

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa4X5TXCf0&t=399s 
 

 

COVID and Monsoon relief packages 

 
Mitini Nepal with the support of UN Women Nepal and Womankind Worldwide distributed 
monsoon and COVID relief package and relief amount to the LGBTI community who are living 

inside kathmandu valley and outside valley. On top of an ongoing pandemic of COVID-19, 
many LGBTI in Nepal have also be victims of monsoon disasters such as flood, landslide. The 
individuals who belong to the LGBTQ community were already suffering in a greater sense in 
comparison to other people as they have mostly been abandon ed by their families and have 
no support on difficult times but after the calamities like flood and landslide have victimized 
them; they have been even more vulnerable. The monsoon catastrophes have added to the list 
of LGBTI’s sufferings and targeted the already susceptible groups in the midst of tackling a 

global health crisis. The relief package that were provided to the LGBTI individuals contained 
rice, salt, oil, soap, sanitizer, masks, mixed beans, lentils, soybean, blankets for the victims of 
flood and relief amount. There were lesbians, gays as well as transgender men and women 
who received the packages.  

http://www.mitini.nepal.org.np/
https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal
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