
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Mitini Nepal 
     March 2021  

Highlights 

- Training on SRHR for LBT 

community 

- Women’s Day Celebration 

- Radio Program “MITINI 

Sanga Maanka Kura” 

- Focus Group Discussion on 

“Marriage Equality” 

- Orientation to 

province/district CENSUS 

Officer of National 

Population CENSUS 2021 

- Consultation on research 

on COVID-19 effect on LBT 

community 

- CSW Side Event 

- PSA 

Training on SRHR for LBT Community 

Mitini Nepal conducted a two day residential training for LBT community in Kathmandu on 9th and 10th March. 
The two day training focused on the Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights of the LBT community. The 
objective of the program was to inform and aware the LBT community about the SRHR issues, the status of 
LBT’s SRHR on legal platform, how the SRHR can be acquired and accessed by LBT community. There were total 
27 participants present in the training out of which 10 were lesbians, 3 bisexuals, 8 transgender men, 2 
transgender women and two were females. SRHR issues, the lack of inclusion of LBT’s SRHR subjects in 
mainstream feminism and advocacies, the importance of open conversations about these issues and similar 
topics were discussed in the training. This activity is supported by Global Fund for Women. Please follow the link 
for more photos 
https://www.facebook.com/NepalMitini/photos/pcb.2838239859721825/2838237389722072/?type=3&theater  
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Consultation on research on 

COVID-19 effect on LBT 

community 

Consultation was conducted on Province 1, 3 and 5 

for the research that is being conducted about the 

socio-economic and health impact of COVID-19 on 

LBT community. Province 1 coordinator Kabita 

Tamang, Province 5 coordinator Salina Chaudhary 

coordinated and Province 3 field staff Indira 

Neupane coordinated for the consultation in their 

respective regions. MN’s founder and President 

Laxmi Ghalan, Treasurer Meera Bajracharya and 

Researcher were present in the consultation event 

in all three provinces. Relevant stakeholders, CSOs, 

police officers, representatives from local 

government, media persons were also present in 

the program. The main objective of the program 

was to collect information regarding the 

socioeconomic and health impacts of COVD-19 on 

LBT community for research and evidence based 

advocacy in the future. The support and aid from 

the government to LBT community during the 

pandemic or the lack of it and other significant 

information was recorded and documented for the 

research purpose.  This activity was supported by 

Women’s Fund Asia and Womankind Worldwide. 
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Radio Program 

“Mitini Sanga Maan Ka 

Kura” 

Mitini Nepal broadcasted three episodes of the radio 
program “Mitini Sanga Mann Ka Kura” in the month of 
March. On 3rd of June, Province 5’s ward chairperson 
was interviewed for the 40th episode of ‘Mitini Sanga 
Mann Ka Kura’. He informed during the episode that 
gender based violence was growing each day in 
Nepalgunj. He shared that among the main reasons of 
the growth in frequency of GBV acts were 
unemployment, poverty, illiteracy, lack of awareness 
and so on. He also mentioned that in order to alleviate 
this problem of gender based violence, budget had been 
allocated and skill development trainings such as sewing 
and tailoring classes had been provided to the target 
groups. He stressed about the importance of LGBTI’s 
active participation and involvement for their proper 
representation in the national census of 2021. 

Another episode of the program was aired on 13th of 
March where Sarita Kumari Sunar was the guest. Sarita 
is a lesbian from Nepalgunj and she talked about her 
issues as a lesbian and represented the voice of the 
gender and sexual minority community in the 41st 
episode of MN’s radio program. She gave information 
about the situation of LGBTI community in Nepalgunj 
during the pandemic. Along with the hardships in her 
personal life, she let in on the day to day complications 
and difficulties of LGBTI during the global crisis. She also 
addressed the lack of marriage equality rights in the 
country and shared that although she and her partner 
had wanted to birth a child through IVF, they had been 
unable to do so as their lack of marriage registration will 
deprive their child of a birth registration. 

43rd episode of the radio show was broadcasted on 
March 13 as well. LGBTI activist Kiran Thapa was 
interviewed for this episode. In the program, Thapa, 
a transgender woman, shared about the general 
situation of LGBTI community in Hetauda and the 
issues and problems they face because of their 
gender identity, sexual orientation and sex 
characteristics. She said, “I was 18 year old when I 
realized about my gender identity and it was a very 
difficult phase in my life because of the lack of 
social media.”  She shared that many LGBTI 
individuals had come out and openly embraced 
their diverse sexual and gender identities, many are 
still in the closet because of the fear of 
discrimination and violence. She mentioned that 
although people are more aware about the 
community than in the past, LGBTI are still bound to 
live a difficult life and wander in search of 
opportunities because of the barriers created for 
them. This activity was supported by Foundation for 
a Just Society. 

FGD on Marriage equality 

A Focal Group Discussion about marriage equality was done on 
Mitini Nepal’s office located at Bhatbhateni, Naxal on 2nd of 
March. On the discussion, there was a presence of Laxmi 
Ghalan, Sarita KC and Swostika Pariyar from Mitini Nepal, Pinki 
Gurung and Snjay Sharma from Blue Diamond Society, and 
Badri Pun, Kalpana Rai from Inclusive Forum Nepal and 
advocate Rup Narayan Shrestha. During the discussion, Adv. 
Rup Narayan gave a legal background and information about 
the presence status of marriage equality laws and provisions in 
the country. He informed about how marriage equality laws 
can be attained through the articles already present in the 
constitution. The participants collectively concluded that more 
detailed conversations and greater effort was necessary to 
achieve marriage equality.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 4, Mitini Nepal’s Executive Director Sarita K.C, Program 

Officer Sadikshya Bhattarai and Province 3 Coordinator Swostika 

Pariyar gave orientation to the province/district CENSUS officer of 

National Population CENSUS 2021. As LGBTI community is being 

counted as ‘other’ for the first time in National population CENSUS 

2021 in household listing. In the short time that had been provided, 

the individuals shared information about LGBTI community, 

terminologies, local terms used to address LGBTI in different parts of 

the country and the distinction between sexual orientation, gender 

identity and sex characteristics. The groups were also informed on 

the ways to deal with LGBTI individuals and their families and the 

use of sensitive language for collection of authentic information 

from the respondents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW) Side Event 
 

Mitini Nepal attend NGO CSW parallel event on Feminist Leadership in 

Addressing VAWG during COVID-19: Voices from Diverse Frontline WROS 

on 17th March which was organized by Womankind Worldwide. On the panel 

MN share the existent inequalities for LBT individuals in Nepal as well as the 

COVID effect and the experience of negotiating for access to government 

relief packages for LBT persons was shared. 

 

 

Orientation to province/district census officer of national 
population census 2021 

 

 
 

 On March 8, International women’s day Mitini Nepal 

organizes panel discussion on the issues of LBTQ women 

with the theme “Choose to Challenge” where the 

discussion was focused on the unheard voices, situation and 

the challenges of the LBTQ women. The discussion was 

discussed with Hon. Member of women commission Bidhya 

Kumari Sinha, Feminist and Senior Journalist Babita Basnet, 

Lawer Punya Sila Dawadi, Samaj Badi Party central 

committee member Politician Manushi Bhattarai and 

LGBTIQ activist Swostika Pariyar. The discussion was aired 

on the Janata Television on March 8. This activity was 

supported by Foundation for a Just Society. Please follow the 

link for full episode 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct2rCQujops&ab_channel=MitiniN

epal 

 

International Women’s Day 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct2rCQujops&ab_channel=MitiniNepal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ct2rCQujops&ab_channel=MitiniNepal


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information: 

Website: www.mitininepal.org.np 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mitininepal 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mitini_jewellery/ 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa4X5TXCf0&t=399s 

 

 

Public Service Announcement 
Parenthood of LGBTI people 

Mitini Nepal Broadcast PSA video about the parenthood information and alternatives for the sexual and gender minorities also 

during the video In vitro fertilization (IVF) treatment was discussed. This video production was supported by Global Fund for 

Women. Please follow the link for the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MzgUjrgx1w&t=9s&ab_channel=MitiniNepal  

Social Security for LGBTI people  

Many LGBTIQ are not accepted by family and society throughout the PSA video MN focus on the COVID Effect and the need of 

social security towards LGBTIQ people. This video production was supported by Women’s Fund Asia. Please follow the link for the 

video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnGjlm5A8bE&ab_channel=MitiniNepal   
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