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Radio Program
Mitini Nepal's radio program 'Mitini Sanga Mann Ka Kura' interviewed Salina Chaudhary on 4th
of July for a new episode. Salina is a transgender woman from Dang. She shared her experiences
as working as an activist for the rights of LGBTIQ community in Dang, Province 5. She put
focus on the challenges she has endured while working for the LGBTIQ people, the difficulty
regarding acceptance from the society as well as from family and she also talked about the direct
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and nationwide lockdown that were faced by LGBTIQ
community. Likewise, on 18th of July, another episode aired that featured Manisha Dhakal.
Manisha is the Executive Director of Blue Diamond Society and has been working as an activist
for transgender people for over a decade. She talked about the effects of COVID-19 on the
LGBTI community and the organization- BDS. She shared that it was indeed a very difficult
time for the gender and sexual minorities during the pandemic. She talked about how the
organization has been working given the unfavorable circumstances and emphasized on the way
forward where she talked about the future plans of the organization. The radio program is supported
by Foundation for a just society.
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Historical side event
on HLPF 2020
The Major LGBTI Stakeholder Group
is composed of global, regional, and
national civil society organizations
and activists concerned about the
inclusion of LGBTI people and
SOGIESC
issues
in
the 2030
Agenda on
Sustainable
Development, and to engage in the
annual follow-up and review
process and High-Level Political
Forum
for
Sustainable
Development. It was formally
recognized as an entity within
the Major Groups and Other
Stakeholders (MGoS) structure at
the 2019 United Nations High Level
Political
Forum
(HLPF)
on
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). And this year 2020 the
historical side event was organized
9th July and MN's Executive Director
Sarita KC is one the panelist to
shared about the impact of COVID19 on LGBTI and the situation of
LGBTI during this critical time of a
global pandemic.

Relief Package Distribution
MN provided relief to the LGBTIQ community during the month of July. The relief covered
four districts and 3 provinces. Relief amount was transferred to the individuals because of
their declining financial state. The pandemic and the lockdown has robbed many people
of their jobs and likewise, many LGBTIQ people have lost their sources of income which
has led them to struggle during this difficult time. With the support of Womankind
worldwide we are able to distribute the relief package to the community member on this
crucial time.
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Why we (LGBTI) always suffer?

Aman Chaudhary is an intersex from Sunsari district. He is forty year old and lives with his
family. He had realized that he was born as an intersex male when he was twelve years old.
There were nine members in his family including him, his parents and his seven siblings. When
he had revealed his sex characteristics to his family, they had reacted negatively. Aman lives at
home with his family and in spite of their initial lack of support, they are fully accepting of him
at present. Aman belongs to a simple family that isn't very prosperous and as a result of their
economical instability they have been struggling during the pandemic and the lockdown. Aman
used to work as a cycle mechanic for a living but he is unable to practice his profession as it has
been shut down because of the nationwide lockdown. He has been occupying himself with
household chores in the times of leisure now that his work has been put on hold. Due to his
increasing age, he is not capable of physical labor as well. He had received relief amount from
MN which helped him and his immediate family to cope with the financial shortcomings as they
expend it in essential goods that they couldn't afford otherwise due to the crisis.
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“It’s difficult to cope the pandemic with my identity

Mamta Yadav is forty four year old transgender woman from Jankapur in Dhanusha district. She
lives with her family in Janakpur. Although she had realized about her sexuality very early in life and
was aware about her attraction towards men, she was compelled to marry a woman because of
family pressure. She lives with her mother, wife, two sons and a daughter. Her family is well
apprised of her gender identity as she had disclosed it to them. She used to perform dances in
various celebratory events which is also known to her family. She is the bread winner of the family
as her spouse is a house maker and her children are very young. She had hidden her identity to the
world and had gotten married because of the fear that the society would not accept her. As the sole
earner of the family, she was under a lot of pressure when she lost her employment as an
entertainer. She did not have a stable job before the lockdown but after the lockdown was imposed,
she was unable to accumulate whatever she used to in the past. The lack of economic sources
brought a number of problems in her household as the nation was lockdown and there was a
sudden stop to the influx of money. Mitini Nepal provided relief amount to Mamta Yadav during the
relief distribution. She shared that as ward office did not provide her any relief materials, she had
been struggling to manage her home and to provide for her family but the relief she received from
MN helped her provide for herself and her family. She claims that she and her family didn't have to
starve because of the relief she was provided. She is now able to sustain despite her recent
unemployment and lack of shortfall of support and co-operation.
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Planning that destroyed by COVID 19

Kanchhi Lama is a transgender woman from Janakpur. She is twenty nine years old and lives
alone in her hometown although her parents and her sibling live in the same district. As her
family wasn't economically viable, she was unable to continue her education and only has only
received formal education till fifth standard. She couldn't get a well paying or a reputed job
because of her educational incompetency so she resorted to performing dances in different
programs, events, joyous occasions. She took dancing as a full time career and her only source
of money making. Kanchhi had realized her gender when she was as young as 10 or 11 year old.
She mentioned that she had been provided relief materials from the ward office. She received
rice grains, etc. in the relief package. She shared that the relief amount she received from Mitini
Nepal helped her a lot as she was able to buy food materials in the time of crisis. Kanchhi said
that she had decided to settle in Janakpur because she saw a good possibility of income as a
dancer but she has been trapped in an unfortunate situation as she is unable to work and live a
normal life.
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How long will sustain my livelihood with relief?

Kusum Sunuwar, living in Koteshwor, identifies as a lesbian. She is 29 years old and has been
living away from family. Her hometown is Sindhuli but she lives alone in the capital as she has
isolated herself from her family for approximately eight years now. Prior to the lockdown, she
was employed at Clean House but she has been fired without notice or an explanation. She had
been working with the company for two years and six months but a replacement was brought in
her place without informing her. As a lesbian who has been living without the support of her
family, the situations haven't been in her favor. This recent time has been difficult to her as on
top of being alone, she also lost her source of income. Like most LGBTI people, she hasn't
received any relief from the government and hence, she has been helpless and incapable of
sustaining herself any longer. After abruptly losing her job, she has been financially struggling
with no helping hands to support her during this critical time. She has only received education
till eighth standard. As job hunting is not feasible during the time of a pandemic and the job
market not being very inclusive and considerable towards LGBTI individuals, she has been
staying at home unoccupied. She shared that the relief that she has received has been of great
help to her as she had gotten to a point where she had almost run out of food supplies and
essentials. She was very grateful to receive help from MN as it lifted a hefty burden off her
shoulders. Kusum was having a critical time as she was lacking monetary as well as emotional
support but after receiving help, she has been able to live everyday without so much stress and
agitation.
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Life is not what you think it is!!!
Sarita Yadav is 23 year old and identifies herself as a lesbian. She was born and raised in
Panchthar and now she lives in Saptari district. She was always a very jolly and rambunctious
kid and was loved in her household. Sarita has formal education of just till fifth standard
because of her economic background. While looking for employment, she got selected as a
Maoist combatant during the Maoist conflict in Nepal and became part of the civil war. She
found her partner Manish Yadav during that same period as she was working for the Maoist
fighting units as well. After a decade long relationship, Sarita and her partner had become
parents through IVF. Sarita's partner Manish gave birth in Biratnagar Hospital in hopes that
their distant families, friends and the society would accept them after arrival of a baby but
they had failed to realize that the state that hasn’t legalized same sex marriage wouldn’t
recognize child born from an unconventional LGBTI relationship. Manish tried everything in
his power to get birth registration for their kid in order to ensure a normal life for her but his
efforts were defeated each time which led him to commit suicide. At the time when she had
been grieving her loss, Sarita also had to endure harsh financial difficulties. MN transferred
relief amount to her through IME to help her to cope with her financial scarcity during this
very difficult time in her life.

For more information:
Website: www.mitininepal.org.np
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mitininepal
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mitini_jewellery/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa4X5TXCf0&t=399s
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