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Highlights

Virtual Meet with CBOS
A virtual conference with community-based organizations working
through the Mitini Nepal Fund for local initiatives (MNFLI) was held on
June 1, 2022. Suman Tamang of Sahara Samaj in Province 1, Sagar Lama of
Friends Hetauda in Bagmati Province, and Raj Chaudhary of Ekta Nepal in
the Far West shared their perspectives on the work of CBOs during the
first term of the Mitini Nepal Fund for Local Initiatives. The meeting also
provided information on the organizations' program plans for the
remainder of the time. CBO representatives stated that previous programs
brought the issues of the sexual and gender minority population to the
attention of various people's representatives, health workers, students,
teachers, and representatives of community groups, as well as community
members.
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Monthly Staff Meeting
On June 2, 2022, Mitini Nepal held their monthly staff meeting via online media. The provincial coordinators of
the provinces provided a brief overview of the activities that Mitini Nepal ran on June month in Province 1,
Bagmati Province, Lumbini Province, and Far Western Province as the meeting's major agenda item. There was
also a conversation regarding the future month's plans. The meeting explored mapping sexual and gender
minority communities at the province level, examining the province's condition in terms of community health,
education, citizenship, employment, social security. The project's focal points were also kept informed. Eleven
persons attended the meeting.

Meeting and Memorandum handover to Ward offices & Municipality of Dhangadi SubMetropolitan City
On June 7,21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 2022, Ekta Nepal, with the support of Mitini Nepal Kathmandu through the Mitini
Nepal Fund for Local Initiatives (MNFLI) organized a meeting and memorandum handover progam in Dhangadi
Sub-metropolitan city and ward no. 2, 4, 5, 7, 8,9 of Dhangadi Sub-metropolitan city, ward No. 1,5,3,4,8 of Kailari
Rural Municipality, ward No. 4, 5,8,10 of Gauriganga Municipality and Tikapur Municipality During the program,
Raj Chaudhary, Focal Person of Ekta Nepal, informs ward and municipality representatives about situation of
LGBTIQ people and hands over the memorandum to the authorized supervisor. Because the number of LGBTI
people has not yet been confirmed, it was also stated that real figures will be disclosed after the results of the
12th National Census are released. During the conversation, Mr. Chaudhary noted that the rights enshrined in the
constitution, as well as the state's responsibilities to the community, and the municipality's role to deliver LGBTIfriendly programs, should take the initiative. Furthermore, representatives from all wards and municipalities
pledged to keep the LGBTI community in mind when developing budgets and to set aside funds for community
initiatives in order to raise awareness about the issue.

Meeting with Foreign Professors
On June 8, 2022, a meeting program was held at
the main office of Mitini Nepal, Ranibari,
Samakhushi, Kathmandu, with visiting professors
and faculty members from various places and
Univrsity in the United States of America. The
participants of the meeting expressed their
curiosity about the current situation of Nepal's
sexual and gender minority community, situation
analysis, challenges, citizenship, marital equality,
adoption, etc., the efforts made by Mitini Nepal
and the overall LGBTI movement. Mitini Nepal's
Executive Director Sarita KC and Program Officers
Nilam Dhungana and Bimala Gurung spoke on the
occasion. The meeting was attended by 13 people.

Orientation on Sex, Gender and Sexuality

Orientation on Sex, Gender and Sexuality

On June 9, 2022, Sahara Samaj conducted school and
college orientation program under the project advocacy
and large sexuality education campaign with the support of
Mitini Nepal, Kathmandu through the Mitini Nepal Fund for
Local Initiatives (MNFLI). Namuna College students in
Itahari Sunsari, Province No. 1, have received orientation
on the sex, gender and sexuality. The goal of the college
program was to promote a non-discriminatory learning
environment in schools and colleges for people from the
sexual and gender minority communities, as well as to
assist students in spreading awareness about sexuality and
identity. At the completion of the training, the program was
reviewed, and the college committed favorable support.

On April 23, 2022, Ekta Nepal conducted an
orientation session on Sex, Gender, and
Sexuality in educational institutions such as
Kailali Multipurpose Campus and Sarada Higher
Secondary School in Dhangadhi, Far Western
Province, supported by the Mitini Nepal Fund
for Local Initiatives (MNFLI). Karuna Nepal,
chairperson of the Far Western Society, spoke
about the sexual and gender minority group
throughout the presentation. In addition, Raju
Lama, coordinator of the Far Western Society,
spoke on the rights of communities protected in
Articles 12, 18, and 42 of Nepal's 2072 BS
Constitution. A total of 25 persons attended the
program, including students, instructors, and
members of the community.

Capacity Building Training on Advocacy for LGBTIQA Community
Ekta Nepal conducted a one-day "Capacity Building Training on Advocacy for LGBTIQA Community" event on
June 12, 2022 in the Far Western Province of Dhangadhi under the Mitini Nepal Fund for Local Initiatives. Raj
Chaudhary, Focal Person of Mitini, Far Western Province, Nepal, inaugurated the program. In addition,
following the introductory program, facilitator Raju Lama divided the group before delivering his
presentation. What exactly is advocacy? And why is it vital to advocate? He led a group discussion on the
subject before delivering his presentation. Following that, Raju Lama stated that the fifth-year plan is being
developed at the local, town, and ward levels. In the same way, which committee makes decisions in the
municipality? also notified them about this. 22 members from the sexual and gender minority community
attended the program.

Sensitization Program with Health-care providers
& Sexual and Gender Minorities
Friends Hetauda has organized a "Sensitization Program with Healthcare providers & Sexual and Gender Minorities" at its conference hall on
School Road, Hetauda 4, Bagmati Province, with the support from Mitini
Nepal, Kathmandu through the Mitini Nepal Fund for Local Initiatives
(MNFLI). The program's major goal was to educate health care providers
about sexual and gender diversity. Kiran Thapa, Program Coordinator of
Friends Hetauda, spoke on the occasion about the difficulties that
individuals from sexual and gender minorities have in seeking health
check-ups from doctors and nurses. According to Thapa, health staff
were unfamiliar with the community and behaved inappropriately. She
also asked the OCMC representatives to identify the affected individuals
of the community and take appropriate steps to provide health care,
legal assistance, security, and temporary shelter. Twenty participants
from the ART center, OCMC, HA, LAB, Hetauda Hospital, clinic, and the
sexual and gender minority community attended the program.

Roll out Session of 2days Psychosocial Support
TOT
Mitini Nepal conducted the Roll out session of 2 days
psychosocial support TOT on Province 1, bagmati Province,
Lumbini Province and Sudurpaschim Province with financial
support from the Ministry of Women, Children, and Senior
Citizens on June 20 and 21, 2022. The workshop was
facilitated by representatives from Provinces 1, 3, 5, and 7,
who had attended the two-day psychosocial support training
of trainers. The program began with an introductory session
in which participants were separated into groups and
discussed what a psychosocial problem is, as well as its
symptoms, issues, and repercussions. Furthermore, the
participants were taught about the characteristics of
psychosocial helpers, psychosocial first aid, the three basic
principles of psychosocial support, see and hear, anger
management, anger measuring methods, and coping
mechanisms. The program was attended by 22 people from
each Province, including facilitators and participants from
sexual and gender minorities.

Interaction Program with Local Stakeholders to mark the June Pride Month at Province 1
On the occasion of June Pride Month, on June 24, 2022 Sahara Samaj in Province No. 1, Itahari Sunsari, with the
support of Mitini Nepal, Kathmandu through the Mitini Nepal Fund for Local Initiatives (MNFLI), conducted a
interaction program with the participation of representatives of local level stakeholders. Kabita Tamang
formalized the program and gave a seat to the stakeholders of the invited organizations and provided time for
good wishes. Deviyani Chaudhary of Manav Kalyan Samaj gave a congratulatory message on the occasion.
Similarly, Vimala Malla Thakuri, Executive Director of Mahila Sahayogi Group, also wished the organization a
happy Pride Month depicting various problems and realities in the society and other guests and friends of the
community also exchanged greetings. Along with the guests' remarks, dances and poems by community
members were also performed. The month has been marked as a month of pride to highlight the long-standing
issues, anguish, torture, and discrimination faced by sexual and gender minorities.

Celebrate the Pride Social Event to mark the June Pride Month
Mitini Nepal celebrated Pride Social Event to mark the June Pride Month on June 29, 2022 at Imperial
Banquet and Events at Chabahil, Kathmandu. Pride Month is celebrated with gusto each year by the sexual
and gender minorities community worldwide including Nepal to commemorate the Stonewall Uprising, the
riots that began on June 28, 1969 to stand up against the police brutality. According to Sarita KC, Executive
Director of Mitini Nepal, the month is being honored as a month of pride and visibility by the sexual and
gender minority population, and Mitini Nepal will be celebrating the 29th of June every year as a Pride Social
event with delight in the future days. Pride Social Event was a blend of different program activities including
dancing, singing, stand-up comedy and drag show as the major attraction. The program was a mix of full
entertainment, information, education and awareness to celebrate pride, identity, existence, love, respect,
dignity, happiness, visibility and solidarity for the LGBTI community and movement. Through this event,
diverse participants including LGBTI elders were seen really happy and thankful for organizing such a grand
event. They have got an opportunity to celebrate their identity they love and want to live with. The Drag show
was one of the event's key attractions, and the guests/audience were quite happy and delighted to watch it.
The capacity and strength of the LGBTI community were also plainly visible. On the occasion, Laxmi Ghalan,
Founder/President of Mitini Nepal, Dana Choi, Program Analyst for UNFPA, Media personality/politician Ravi
Lamichhane and former Urban Development Minister Ram Kumari Jhankri wishes about the Pride month and
support the LGBTI community. The event was attended by the UNFPA program analysts, parliamentarians,
human rights activists, media representatives, NGOs, INGOs representatives, police, teachers, representatives
of local government bodies, members of sexual and gender minorities, and community support individuals
and organizations.
Individuals who contributed directly or indirectly to the Pride Social Event 2022 were also recognized with
certificates.

News Feature

Case Study

When will our family ACCEPT US!
Jeshika Gautam is a 22-year-old resident from Jaibageswori, Kathmandu. After meeting Samjhana
Biswokarma, 22, from Hariwon, Sarlahi, they both fell in love and began living together. Both of them
identify as a lesbian couple. They had been living together for two years and flew to Kathmandu since
Samjhana's family came to know the relationship between Samjhana and Jeshika, they started searching
for them and took Samjhana back to the hometown and her family started doing physical and mental
violence. After 4/5 days, Samjhana and Jesika contacted each other, and Samjhana shared that her family
is preparing for her forced marriage, and she does not want to stay there and get married, so Jeshika
immediately went to Samjhana's hometown, and they both fled. They hear about Mitini Nepal for
assistance and support. Mitini sent them to a hotel for the emergency shelter. Also had a communication
with the family members to let them know about Samjhana that she is safe and protected by Mitini Nepal.
After knowing Samjhana’s update her family continued to call Mitini to threaten and Mitini filed a case at
the police station for the protection of the couple. Now the couple are reintegrating and started their life
with the support from Mitini. And also doing volunteer work at Mitini.

For more information:
Website: www.mitininepal.org.np
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MitiniNepal
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Mitininepal
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/mitini_jewellery/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gfa4X5TXCf0&t=399s

